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Is Christianity Dying?
I was in the office of a medical provider. When I was ushered back to his office, I had a book
with me. After the medical provider greeted me, he noticed the book I was reading, and asked
me about it. I replied the book was by a Christian author who followed trends in America and
talked about what the church should be doing today. One of
the things the author said was people feel disconnected.
The provider responded by telling me he was a spiritual person but
didn’t see a need for the church. He told me the book was right about
people feeling disconnected and gave me an example from his own life.
The provider was indicative of many in America today. Many people
don’t see a need for the church today. In an article on the future of
religion in America, Joel Mathis reported if current trends continue,
Christians are on their way to becoming a minority in America.
“A new report from the Pew Research Center says that Christians could
someday soon no longer be a majority in this country. Instead, projections
show that their numbers could decline to "between a little more than half (54
percent) and just above one-third (35 percent) of all Americans by 2070.
The study's authors are careful to say that this decline isn't inevitable — but the trend lines are fairly apparent.”
The Pew Research Center said the church is declining.
Is the church dying? Leonard Sweet is a clergyperson from the mainline church. He believes the challenges facing the church today are ominous. “Postmodern culture is an anti-Christian culture. If you are reading
these words, you are likely the last generation to be familiar with the Christian story and for whom church has a
cultural significance…This requires not only a new ability to tell the story but also a fresh way to reframe the story
for a ‘sinless society,’ a mission field where people don’t see themselves as ‘sinners’” (Leonard Sweet, So Beautiful,
p. 20). Sweet’s words struck me. As I read his book, I saw he believes the church is dying and living in a
society antagonistic to Christianity.
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What will happen if the church dies? The church is a leader in caring for those who are hurting,
struggling to make it, and living on the margins in the United States.
-

The church sponsors food pantries and clothes closets that many people use to get by day-today.

-

Churches in our area sponsor Union Mission, which is a primary caregiver for those on the margins where people can find housing, food, clothes, 12-Step Groups, mental health assistance, job
training, and employers.

- Third Church’s Jessica Fitzgerald works in the office of the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia. One
of the amazing things she does is assist and advocate for migrant workers in our area who lack
food, clothing, and medical assistance.
-

The church is the one who comes alongside those needing financial assistance in our culture.
People reading this have been the beneficiary of financial gifts from the church. Looking back
on my life, I see places where the church has helped me.

-

The church is a major sponsor of health care. In our area alone, we have the Children’s Hospital of the King’s Daughters or CHKD, which was started and continues to be overseen by people connected to the United Methodist Church. Now, CHKD has opened the most talked
about Pediatric Mental Health Care Hospital in the United States. Bon Secours, a medical system overseen by an order of Roman Catholic nuns, has clinics and hospitals throughout our
area.

-

The church has Day Care Centers, schools, colleges, and uniAll of these church related
versities all across America. I graduated from an exceptional
educational institutions
church related college, Milligan, in Tennessee, and from a
are guided by Christian
major church related university in Pittsburgh, Duquesne Uniethics which they impart
versity. The Presbyterian Church has Presbyterian Colleges
to their students. That
in South Carolina and Davidson College in North Carolina
moral grounding provides
among others. There’s Georgetown University in Washing
ton, DC, a major Roman Catholic teaching, and research cen- much of the ethical foundation for people in the
ter. There’s Duke University, which is associated with the
United Methodist Church in Durham, North Carolina. All of law, business, and medithese church related educational institutions are guided by
Christian ethics which they impart to their students. That moral grounding provides much of
the ethical foundation for people in the law, business, and medicine.

What would happen if the church in America closed? One thing is for sure. It would be catastrophic for our society. Imagine all the things the church does!
What would happen to you if the church in America closed? Where would you go to “church”? I
cannot imagine a scarier scenario. Where would you find hope?
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Where would you find access to God? Where would you find help in a crisis? Where would you
find perspective, forgiveness, and healing in your life?
Is the church dying? The trends are apparent but the end is not inevitable. The church in
America is in decline and facing serious challenges, so what can we do? We must meet people
where they are today and give them what they need. Here’s a few things our culture needs.
1) People need the opportunity to be “part of something bigger than themselves” according to
Sweet (p. 20). One of the things many people like about the US military is the opportunity to
be part of something bigger than themselves. The church offers people the opportunity to
make a difference in the world by being of something bigger than themselves. The Presbyterian Church has 75 million members worldwide.
2) People need to be connected to people who are safe. Ironically, we live in the most connected time in world history and yet, at the same time many people feel more disconnected
than ever. The church is a safe place where people can connect and form healthy, encouraging,
and positive relationships.
3) People need pain relief. We all experience pain. It could by physical, emotional, relational,
financial, or spiritual pain. Some of you reading this are experiencing it right now. Jesus understood this. In the recent Master Class on healing, I shared that the word heal is used an astronomical 118 times in the New Testament. God wants people to experience healing. The church
is a place where people can experience healing. After church one Sunday recently, a person
told me how she had experienced a miraculous healing in the Sunday service!
4) People need help. Companies in America like Amazon or Ford or AT&T constantly send me
surveys thanking me for buying their produce and wanting to know how they can serve me better. Notice, they know I need help! Each person at Third needs to look out at their community
and ask this question, “What do the people around me need help with?” They might need a
friend. It might be an after-school program at church. It might be someone to pray for them.
It might be a Mother’s Day Out Program. It might be someone to take them a meal. It might
be an after-school tutoring program. It might be a gentle form of meditation where a person
can center themselves. It might be a therapist to help them process what’s happening to them.
Growing churches; churches that are alive, provide programs to people to help them. Those
programs bring them into contact with the Lord Jesus and His church.
5) People need God. Polls tells us 90% of Americans believe in a higher power. St. Augustine
said we all have a God shaped hole in our lives that is not filled until God fills it. Leonard Sweet
believes the same thing. He writes, “Today’s church crisis stems from one thing, Jesus Deficit Disorder” (Sweet, p. 21). Did you hear that?
Leonard Sweet, one of the foremost authorities on the health of the church in America, says there
is a Jesus deficit in the church and in society. If I have an iron deficit in my blood, I’m going to feel
tired and run down. I will not function well. I will need to take an iron supplement or eat foods
with iron to make up for the deficit. We have a Jesus deficit in the church and America. How do
we make up the deficit? Give them Jesus. America urgently needs Jesus.
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Is the church dying? There is a trend there but it’s not inevitable. What can you do?
a) Pray the Harvest Prayer. The Harvest Prayer is the
only prayer Jesus told His followers to pray. In the prayer,
Jesus said the world is like a wheat field or a corn field or an
apple orchard that is ready to be harvested. Jesus said, “Ask
the Father to give us more workers to go into the world that is
white unto harvest.” Please pray this prayer and as you do,
you will feel a greater and greater sense of urgency and
you’ll begin to see people differently. You will see their
need for Jesus. It sounds strange but it’s true!
b) Invite people to the services and programs at Third.
The services and programs are designed to be fun, relevant, edifying, and places where people
can meet people and meet Jesus.
Is the church dying? It might be but it’s not inevitable and it’s not going to happen at Third. At
Third it’s all about Jesus. We want every person to come to know the Jesus we know. We know the
work we are doing as God’s people is urgent and life giving. We want every person to come to know
the Jesus who helped us. We want them to know the God who can save them and our world. Jesus
is here and He’s moving. Go Team Third!

Pastor Larry

Third’s Values
Value #1
God is in Control
Value #2
We Keep God First
Value #3
We Value Every Person
Value #4
Make a Difference Now
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A Letter
to Family and Friends
of Third Presbyterian
I wanted to write a note to each of you and share several things.
First, I want to thank you. In early August, I had surgery to replace my right knee. While I was
served by an exceptional team of medical providers, recovery from the surgery was painful. I was
told that recovery from knee replacement surgery is one of the more difficult surgeries a person can
experience. My wife, Peggy, a registered nurse, and my daughter, Lottie, a nurse practitioner, were
incredibly patient with the cry-baby…uh…I meant to say…they were incredibly patient with me.
My recovery was complicated because the sciatic nerve in right leg was affected by the surgery.
The pain I felt from the inflamed sciatic nerve was as bad as the pain I had from my knee. Recovery
was doubly difficult because of the complications. For two-weeks I was almost bedridden. I would
get up do Physical Therapy and then try to sit in a chair to do church work. I was unable to help
around the house or our yard. After a short time, I’d have to retreat back to bed. Things became so
dark for me I wondered if I would recover. The aching, throbbing pain was constant and I briefly
thought I might have to resign from my position at the church. Many of you prayed for me. God
honored your prayers. Many of you sent me cards. Many of you encouraged me. Thank you so
much so much for everything you did. I could not have made it without you. Today, I’m making a
slow but steady recovery.
On account of the difficulties I encountered, during August and September, I was not able to do
most of my church work. I fell behind in sermon preparation, planning for programs, following on
people who contacted me, and providing pastoral support to people in the church and community as
I would have preferred. In the end, I decided to focus on the things that needed to be done right
then like the worship services I led in September. I share this to say I keep learning over and over
and over that one of the keys in life is to make adjustments when things that happen to us.
I do not say this lightly because I have high expectations of myself. The Apostle Peter told us to
follow in the footsteps of Jesus who left us an example that we should follow. I cannot imagine following Jesus’ example because He set the bar so high. And yet, our families, our health, our jobs,
even the traffic require us to make adjustments on a daily basis. I share this to say I deeply appreciate your patience as I dealt with these things in my life including the hours I’ve spent in doctors’
offices, waiting in pharmacies, going to therapy, and visiting the chiropractor in order to recover.

Larry

8065 Carlton St., Norfolk, VA 23518

757-587-7576 FAX 757-587-6044

10/1/2022

5

The Carlton Chronicle

Email: thirdpc@hrcoxmail.com

Website: thirdpc.org

Third Interviewed
Noel Wallace
At a Sunday Service
This is What We Heard…

•

Noel currently serves on the staff of
First Presbyterian in Norfolk.

Noel Wallace
Future Missionary

•

Noel plans to become a missionary in East Asia in 2023.

•

Noel is a dietician by training and one of her responsibilities on the
mission field will be to help improve the dietary needs of young
mothers and children.

•

Noel shared 2 Corinthians 4:14-15 with the congregation, “We know
that God, who raised the Lord Jesus to life, will also raise us up with Jesus and take
us, together with you, into his presence. All this is for your sake; and as God's grace
reaches more and more people, they will offer to the glory of God more prayers of
thanksgiving.”

•

Noel said she feels an “urgent” need to tell others about her Lord,
Savior, and best friend, Jesus.
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THOUGHTS ABOUT HEAVEN…
“If you don't love the Dodgers,
there's a good chance you may not get into Heaven.”
Tommy Lasorda, Manager, Los Angeles Dodgers
“God loved the people of this world so much
he gave his only Son, so that everyone
who has faith in him will have
eternal life and never die.”
Jesus, John 3:16
"Eternal life does not start when we go to heaven.
It starts the moment you reach out to Jesus.
He never turns his back on anyone.
And He is waiting for you."
Corrie Ten Boom, Dutch Presbyterian
and Holocaust Survivor
"Heaven doesn’t make this life less important; it makes it more important."
Rev. Billy Graham, 20th Century Christian Leader

Steve Jobs, Apple Founder

“No one wants to die. Even people who want to go
to heaven don't want to die to get there.
And yet death is the destination we all share.
No one has ever escaped it.
And that is as it should be, because Death is very likely
the single best invention of Life.
It is Life's change agent.
It clears out the old to make way for the new.”
Steve Jobs, founder of Apple

“I believe it matters how you treat people.
I believe in Heaven. I don't believe that this is it,
and then we're done.”
Melissa McCarthy, Award Winning Actress
Melissa McCarthy
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The Life Changers Book Club
The Life Changers Book Club selection for
the fall will be “Why Not the Best?” by former President Jimmy Carter. You’ll like this
book.
- The easy-to-read book is inspiring.
- President Carter gives the reader insight into his life as a Christian and how the Bible
and the Lord Jesus have guided his life.
- The book reveals what motivated him. Hint: the US Navy plays a huge role!
- The book talks about the challenges he faced at every step. Challenging relationships is one of the dominant themes in President Carter’s life. He was raised in the
racially charged South and came from a dysfunctional family where his brother
“acted out” to embarrass and hurt him.
This easy-to-read book

will change your life!
Cost for the Book is $10.00.
Contact Pastor Larry by Sunday,
October 9th to Purchase the Book.
Pastor Larry will lead
a Discussion of the Book later in the Fall.
The Discussion will be both In-Person
at the Church and Virtual via Zoom
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Old Dominion University
Football
Saturday, October 22nd
Tickets
$25.00 Per Person
See Pastor Larry
For Tickets by Sunday
October 9th

____________________________________________________

Recognition and Reception
Sunday, October 23rd
During Worship
Third Church will Salute
Mary Ann Shepard
On her Retirement from the Navy
A Reception will Follow
in the Church Social Hall
Everyone will be Able
To Enjoy Some Tasty Goodies
And Congratulate Mary Ann!
Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy (Retired)
Duane Bushey will be in Attendance
Master Chief Petty
Officer of the Navy
Duane Bushey
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Church Breakfast
and
Master Class
Sunday, October 30th
Breakfast Provided By the Men
Church Social Hall
9:00 – 10:00 am

Master Class
Church Social Hall 9:30-10:35
“Why Forgive? Is it Possible?
Can We Forgive and Forget?”
Class Led by Pastor Larry
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Halloween Treats
For the Third Church
Neighborhood
Monday, Oct. 31st
6:00 to 8:00 pm
To Help or Donate Goodies
Contact Teri Howard

Email: teri.howard@navy.mil
Phone: 757-274-3311
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New Acolyte
at Third Presbyterian
Meet
Bryson Shepard-Arnette
Bryson was Made
to be an Acolyte!
Bryson with Pastor Larry

Third Presbyterian
Prayer Team
“The prayer of a good person
has a powerful effect.”
James 5:16

The Church’s “Power Lifters” Want to Pray for you!
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THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH PRAYER TEAM
Prayer Request Form
“The Power Lifters”
How can we pray for you?
Date Prayer Requested: __________________ Name: ______________________________

Cell/Text: _______________________ Email: ______________________________________
Prefer to be contacted by Cell, Text, or Email? ______________________________________
Prayer Request or Prayer Update: ________________________________________________
Who would you like to share this prayer request with?
_____ Pastor Larry Only – If Pastor Larry only email to larrytoney1998@gmail.com

_____ Pastor Larry and the Prayer Team – Send Prayer Request to the Facilitators Below
_____ Pastor Larry, the Prayer, and the Congregation – Send Prayer Request to the
Facilitators Below
Prayer Team Facilitators:
Judy Floyd – Cell/Text: 757-237-2395
Di Ricks

Email: sapelt@cox.net

– Cell/Text: 757-576-6097 Email: diricks91@gmail.com

Guidelines:
Each Prayer Request is handled with discretion and will only be shared with those you indicated above.
Each Prayer Request is prayed over for thirty days. After thirty days if you’d like us to continue to remember the
request, please renew it again.
Please Update the Prayer Team on the nature of your request as you are able.
“The prayer of a good person has a powerful effect.”
James 5:16
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Join Us For Worship Every Sunday
In-Person and Live Stream
at 11 am

Live Stream
Reminder

Below is the Zoom link where you will be able to
see those leading worship and along with parts of The closed captioning
our liturgy. Below is the new and updated link, that you see on your
phone number and password as of July 13th.
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/605837516?
pwd=V0R5VmNCQ2Mraml1TFdOVXpGMEpiQT
09
If you do not have computer access, you can call in
with your home or cell phone using Zoom’s dial in
option.
Meeting ID: 605 837 516
Password: 23518
Phone: 312-626-6799

screen can be
controlled on your screen.
There is a cc button at the bottom of the
zoom video you will need to turn off.
Or you can look under settings to change
the size of the captioning if you would still
like to retain the closed captioning.
_____________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Offerings
Total Offering - Sep. 4 $1,751.90
Total Offering - Sep. 11 $3,578.41
Total Offering - Sep. 18 $980.90
Total Offering - Sep 25 $870.10
___________________________________________

Office Hours
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday from 9am-1pm.
Please feel free to call or send an email, if you need
any assistance.

Pulpit Schedule

Mark the Date
Fish Fry
Sunday, Nov 6th
After Worship

Oct. 2—Pastor Larry Toney
Oct. 9—Rev. Martha Mitchell
Oct. 16– Rev. Martha Mitchell
Oct 23—Pastor Larry Toney
Oct 30—Pastor Larry Toney
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Prayer List
Please remember the following people and families in your prayers, that they might be lifted up
through your conversations with God:
Cheryl and Fred Holtz & Family

October 1—Betty Hart
October 5—Richard Mayo
October 11—Shelby Howard
October 19—Carter Griffin
October 28—Toy Hefner
October 31—Anne Basnight

Claudia Cary & Family
Di Ricks
Peggy Russell and Family
Tina Apelt
Clara Barnes
Jessica and Ray Fitzgerald & Family
Ginny Davis
Steve Glover
Larry McKinney
Anne Basnight and Family
Darlene Pick
Kitty Ribaudo
Ruth Bray
Holly Gaff

Nancy Babor

Most Asked For Addresses
Anne Basnight

Judy and Tim Cook

Lake Taylor Hospital

5079 Easy Street

1309 Kempsville Road

Mobile, Alabama 36619-1763

Room 31A Dogwood

Laurie Morrissey and her mother
Chris and Michelle Adams
Coralie Draper
Janet Cortez-Nichols
Pastor Larry and Peggy Toney
Our Church

Norfolk, VA 23502

The Session
Carter Griffin

Brandon and Laura Griffin

Pearson Hall West

7521 Ripplepointe Way

Room 113

Windermere, FL 34786-5594

Our Country

The World

310 Alumni Mall
Blacksburg, VA 24061-9502
Lexi White
1419 Spruce Drive
Holbrook, NY 11741

8065 Carlton St., Norfolk, VA 23518

Type smile.Amazon. Sign in with your Amazon account
info. It will give you a list of charities, choose Third Presbyterian Norfolk, VA & every order you do with Amazon will donate on a quarterly basis a percentage to the
Church Please pass this info along to your family and
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Shepherd’s List 2022
Teri Howard

Nancy Babor

Calvin Presbyterian Church

757-274-3311

757-588-7501

Claudia and Phil Cary

Susan Mayo

2901 E Little Creek Rd, Norfolk, VA
23518 (757) 587-1591

*Dee Glover

*Dolores Ominski

*Steven and Claudia Glover

Darlene Pick

Monday, Wednesday and Friday
10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Ginny Davis

Debbie and Ray Platte

• Third Saturdays of the month

Jessica Fitzgerald & Family

Amy and Dennis Griffin

Nancy and Vernon Barham

Ginny Keisel

Dorothy Grandstaff

Di Ricks

Larry and Peggy Toney

*Dee Curtis

Dennis Griffin
757-618-3005

Stacy Apelt

Marguerite Duke

757-583-5872

Betty Hart

James daSilva

Susan Howlett

Jennifer Lavallee & Family

Peggy Russell

Ron and Inda Ratcliff

Carol and Tom Maxwell

Meghan Powell and Geno Morgan

T.J. and Larry McKinney

Tim Green & Family

Stacy Apelt and Judy Floyd Apelt

Nancy Babor

Lexi White

Jim Rudiger
Malinda Hanna Davis

Tom Maxwell
757-531-9851

Jim Rudiger

Cheryl and Fred Holtz

757-588-5311

Teri Howard

Michael and Teresa Gibbs

Janice daSilva

Joseph Bray

**Brittany French

Ruth Bray

Dave and Jenni Joyce

Pete and Debbie Goode

Kitty Ribaudo

*Chuck and Suzanne Olejasz

Shelli Quales

Artie and Milinda Derrenbacker

Holly Gaff and CJ Jones

Marlin Stockdill
*no email-please call
Red+Shut-in

8065 Carlton St., Norfolk, VA 23518

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

The food pantry serves Norfolk
zip codes 23518 and 23503.
Those in need of assistance
may obtain a referral from any of
the participating churches.

*Anne Basnight

**Text

• Food Pantry Hours

Pantry Wish List:
25 oz Apple Sauce
16 oz Baked Beans
24 oz Beef Stew
15 oz Peas
15 oz Green Beans
1 lb 13 oz Canned Fruit
32 oz Jelly
18 oz Peanut Better
32 oz Pancake Mix
24 oz Syrup
1 lb Rice
8.25 oz Tuna Helper
6 oz Tuna
15 oz Spaghetti O’s
15 oz Thick Soup
64 oz Juice
12 oz Luncheon Meat
7.25 oz Macaroni & Cheese
13.75 oz Mashed Potatoes
13.7 oz Oatmeal Individual Packs
16 oz Spaghetti Noodles
26.5 oz Spaghetti Sauce
Dry Milk, Individual Packs
Please, no baby food, coffee, tea, sugar, pickles, olives, condiments, tomatoes, cranberries, canned milk, crackers or mushrooms.

757-587-7576 FAX 757-587-6044

10/1/2022

16

8065 Carlton St., Norfolk, VA 23518

757-587-7576 FAX 757-587-6044

8:30 Men’s Congregational Breakfast 9:30 Master Class
9:30am Choir Practice
11am Worship

30

Trick or treat AT
THIRD
5:30—8pm

25
6:30-10pm Dance
Group-C. Crofford-FH

Dance Group-C.
Crofford-FH
6pm—Session Mtg.

18 6:30-10pm

11
6:30-10pm Dance
Group-C. Crofford-FH

4
6:30-10pm Dance
Group-C. Crofford-FH

Tue

26
7pm AA Meeting

19
7pm AA Meeting

12
7pm AA Meeting

5
7pm AA Meeting

Wed

27
7-9:30pm—
Square Dance

20
7-9:30pm—
Square Dance

13
7pm– Civic
League Meeting

6
7-9:30pm—
Square Dance

Thu

28

21

29

22
ODU Game

15

14

2pm-WoodlawnMarlin Stockdill
Service
3pm-Reception at
Third

8
10am-Noon—
clothes Closet

1
7-9:30pm—
Square Dance

Sat

7

Fri

Email: thirdpc@hrcoxmail.com

31 HALLOWEEN

24

23

9:30am Choir Practice
11am In-Person/ Virtual Worship/Mary
Anne Shepherd
Ret./Reception

17

10 Columbus
Day—Office
Closed

3

Mon

9:30am Choir
Practice
11am In-Person/
Virtual Worship

16

ship

9:30am Choir
Practice
11am InPerson/Virtual Wor-

9

9:30am Choir Practice
11am In-Person &
Virtual Worship

2 Communion

Sun

October 2022
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Third Presbyterian Church
8065 Carlton Street
Norfolk , V23518

CHURCH STAFF

Presbyterian Women
Nancy Babor, Monday Night Circle

Dr. Larry O. Toney, Pastor
Debbie Platte, Secretary
Dr. Lexi White, IT Facilitator
Joseph C. Bray, III, Organist/ Choir Director
Clara Barnes, Sexton
Teri Howard, Clerk of Session
Holly Gaff, Treasurer
Nancy Babor, Financial Secretary

Presbyterian Men
Tom Maxwell, President
Fred Holtz, Vice-president
Memorial Committee
Nancy Babor

SESSION
Building & Grounds

Stewardship

Tom Maxwell

Nancy Babor

Witness & Outreach
Stacy Apelt

Worship
Teri Howard

Administration and Personnel
Dennis Griffin
Jim Rudiger
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